Victorian Underwear

The Victorian Period ran from 1837 to 1901. And while fashions changed, what people wore
under them remained pretty much the same. Forinvemsisted mainly of drawers, both long
and short variety made of calico, cotton, linen and different weights of worsted and china silk.
Undervests made of merinar flannel were worn for extra warmth and were probably the
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forerunners of teeshirt. Gombinationso r 6Uni
sexes.

MEN’S FORM FITTING UNION SUITS.

SIZES: Give breast measure over vest close ap
under arms, and your helght and welght,

A ratlonal garment for men. Try our Unlon
Sults for ease and comfort and you will wonder
why you did not wear them before, Our Men's
Unlon or Combination Sults fit. They are carefully
and scientifically proportioned. We offer for your

e consideration only those sults

that will fit, and we warrant

them to be satisfactory in every
particualar.

80 Cents for $1.00 Men's
Winter Weight Cotton
Union Suits.

No. 16R6000 Men's Sllver
Gray Heavy Cotton Union
Suita, Sliﬁ tly fleeced on the
inside, making them very soft
and pleasant to the skin.” But-
ton down front. A s ial value
at this low price. Finished neck
and pearl buttons. Sizes, 34, 38,
38, 40, 42, 44. State breast, height
and welght in your order.

Price, per dozen, $9.60; per

No. 16R6001 NMen's Fine
Unlon Sults, knitted from fine
cotton yarn, same quality as
the above, but in ecru color.
Sizes, breast 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44.
State height, weight and breast
weasure in order,

Price, each........... ...50.80

If by mall, postage extra, each, 24 cents.
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23 dayshifts 5 nightshirts 9 nightcaps, dairs of flannel drawers, gairs of calico drawer pairs thin

drawers, 2 pairs thick drawers.
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drawers and trousers. And men did wear a form of cotaéieep a tapered waist

WEAYSYy&aQ FTNBY ! dadz i

p

adza LISy



Women of the age did not travel so lightlyhe primary under ganent was the chemise or smock
sometimes called a shift. Usually made of cotton or linen it was knee lesig#tight with a squareor
round neck openingSleeves were short with a gusset in the armftsifew had longer sleeves. About

1840 the camisole appeared. It was made of cotton and shaped to the waist with gores and was worn
to cover the corset.




Wo me n 0 s s didrnat eoee into fashias astandard under garment uritBO6. They were

made similar to the mends version withbytubul a
back lacing. They were severely plain, made of fhegh, calico, ®tton, merino andl a mivabls

and ell to nearly the ankle. By the 8 6 @héyshad risen to just below the knee and were

decorated withucks and lace.

74- (above) PETTICOAT WITH BRODERIE ANGLAISE BORDER ; (below) w
DRAWERS, ¢. 1860—70

Whenit came to petticoats, betwedrio 6 were worn according to the season in the periods

18401 8 56 . By t he 18 6a0gbes ptehtet iccroiantodl idnabeo deesbkd ecd t o
or gown sat well without one. Whalebone was discarded for watch spring with a day crinoline

having as many as nine steel hoops and one for evening as many as eighteen. Eventually the
crinoline gave way tthe bustle which appearatbout 1868.

(Left ] 5C
(Left to right) scarLet FLANNEL CRINOLINE, 1869; SANSFLECTUM
CRINOLINE, 1863; CRINOLETTE, 1873



Corsetry itself has always been in one form or another. During the Victorian period the ideal

waist measurement was 18 inchéscorsettypically covered the bosom and extendedr the

abdomen and back down thips By 1860 the length washortened and taste for corsets in a

variety of colors increase#iowever when the natural form and cuirasse bodice came into
fashion, the | ength returned. This tirm&g al so
came inthe form of a cup shaped, wiseructure with circular pockés which a pad could be

inserted.






